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A B S T R A C T

Dark tourism and its implications have been gaining significant prominence in both the literature and in practice
in recent years. Moving conceptualizations of dark tourism forward, we utilize the interpretative phenomen-
ological frame to investigate the interrelationships between tourism and current conditions of society. We do this
by qualitatively studying tourists' experiences while in the process of attending dark tourism oriented music
festivals that prominently feature direct confrontation with abjection. Our findings indicate that these abjection-
oriented festivals allow tourists to encounter blood, animal corpses and other death elements in a ritual-like
context within the confines of a transitory space. Ultimately, our research reveals how dark tourism festivals
featuring abjection can allow some tourists to feel closer to actual death.
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